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Foreword

On behalf of the United Nations Country Team in 
Belize, it is my great pleasure to introduce this UN 
Country Results Report for the year 2021. It 
describes the UN’s collective contribution to 
Belize’s development and humanitarian goals, 
alongside our national and international partners. 
It reports against the final year of implementation 
of the United Nations Multi-Country Sustainable 
Development Framework 2017–2021 (UN MSDF) 
and the COVID-19 Socio Economic Response and 
Recovery Plan (SERP) 2020-21, being both 
interconnected. 

Belize, like the other MSDF signatory countries, 
approved the Country Implementation Plan (CIP) 
2020 – 2021 of the UN MSDF under which a total 
of 15 UN agencies, funds and programmes 
contributed to its common objectives. The 
present report shows the results achieved, 
documents the operations, and also looks at the 
challenges faced by the UN in this difficult period 
of time. 
 
These results have been achieved in a year in 
which the response to the pandemic of COVID-19 
continued to be a priority for the country and for 
the United Nations. Our action was therefore 
aimed at supporting the recovery of its multiple 
and deeply affecting consequences for the 
Belizean society, economy and macroeconomic 
environment. 
 
In that sense, our programs were aimed at 
ensuring educational continuity and support for 
health services, promoting food security, social 
protection, good governance and human rights, 
human mobility solutions, the elimination of 

gender-based violence, the contributions to the 
strengthening of the productive sector in 
agriculture and MSMEs, as well as adaptation to 
climate change and disaster risk reduction. 
Through the UN, the country also received 
vaccines against COVID-19 from the COVAX 
mechanism which aims to promote equal access 
and opportunities for all countries to vaccines. 
  
From our experience, we uphold that recovery 
from the effects of the pandemic is not possible 
without emphasizing, even more, the importance 
of promoting and achieving progress towards the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the 
2030 Agenda - the ambitious global plan for the 
well-being of people, of our planet, and the 
achievement of peace and sustainable 
institutions. 
 
Under the UN Reform process, a new generation 
of Cooperation Frameworks has been introduced 
and became in 2021 reality in the Caribbean sub 
region with 22 countries and territories 
participating in the UN Caribbean Multi Country 
Sustainable Development Cooperation 
Framework 2022-2026, signed by the Government 
of Belize in December 2021. 

In its preparation, the UN in Belize also provided a 
Common Country Analysis (CCA) which identified 
progress made and still existing challenges 
towards the SDGs. Together the CCA and the 
MSDCF proof the UN´s deep commitment with 
the inclusion, participation and representation of 
populations who must not be left behind, with 
gender equality and progress on human rights
realization for all.   
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At the same time, in 2021 eight UN agencies, 
funds and programmes in Belize started their new 
Country Programme Documents (CPDs) or 
strategic plans in alignment with the MSDCF 
2022-2026 and in close consultation with the 
Government and other stakeholders in Belize. 
With these approved in 2022, UN Belize 
established critical conditions to successfully 
support the new Medium Term Development 
Strategy for Belize. 
   
Finally, I wish to express thanks to my colleagues 
in the UN Country Team and all staff of the UN in 
Belize for their committed work, to the 
Government and the people of Belize for their 
continued trust, partnership and collaboration. 

 

Birgit Gerstenberg
Resident Coordinator
United Nations Belize
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Key Development Partners of the 
UN Country Team in Belize
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Chapter 1: Key Developments in Belize 
and the Regional Context
THE NATIONAL CONTEXT
In 2021, real GDP growth approached 9.8 percent 
with Belize having recorded growth rates of 22.3 
percent, 15.2 percent and 14.8 percent in the last 
three quarters of 2021. This recovery contrasted 
the economic contraction of 16.7 percent 
reported at the end of 2020. However, pre-
pandemic national output level (GDP of US$1.93 
billion) in 2019 is still not projected to return until 
end of 2023. The IMF is projecting a growth rate 
of 6.2 percent for 2022. 

In 2021, the Belize economy started to recover 
from the negative impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic with real GDP growth approaching 9.8 
percent with recorded growth rates of 22.3 
percent, 15.2 percent and 14.8 per in the last three 
quarters of 2021 . This recovery contrasted the 
economic contraction of 16.7 percent reported at 
the end of 2020. However, pre-pandemic national 
output level (GDP of US$1.93 billion) in 2019 is 
still not projected to return until end of 2023.  

The IMF is projecting a growth rate of 6.2 percent 
for 2022.  Drivers of economic recovery and 
foreign exchange inflows during the first 10 
months of 2021 included the Business 
Processing Outsource sector that increased 
foreign exchange inflows by 74 percent 
compared to 2020, accompanied by an increase 
in employment with 5,000 jobs. The tourism 
sector which was significantly impacted by the 
COVID19 pandemic in 2021, saw the re-opening 
of the international airport and seaports, with 
overnight tourist arrivals increased by 51 percent, 
and cruise arrivals decreased by 20 percent, 
closing the year with less than 40 percent 
contribution to GDP. 
 

In November 2021, the Government of Belize and 
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) finalized an 
agreement on the restructuring of Belize’s 
external commercial debt known as the 
Superbond (US$553M)  while securing funding 
for conservation activities through the issuing of 
Blue Bonds.  Debt to GDP ratio decreased by 15 
percent on account of this restructuring. 
 

REAL GDP GROWTH
2020: -16.7%
2021: 9.8% 

UNEMPLOYMENT
2020: 13.7%
2021: 9.2% 

DEBT TO GDP RATIO
2020: 123%
2021: 108%

INFLATION IN BELIZE
2020: 0.1%
2021: 4.9% 
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23,251 (13.7% 
growth) persons in 
the labour force

28,700 (19.7% 
growth) new jobs 
created in 2021



POPULATION (ESTIMATION)

432,516
FEMALE POPULATION

215,092
UNDER 14 YRS POPULATION

310,758

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

9.2%
UNEMPLOYED

17,644
GDP PER CAPITA

9.8%

UNDEREMPLOYED RATE

18.9%
SKILLED LABOUR FORCE

43.5%
CHILD LABOUR (AGES 5-17)

3.3%

MULTIDIMENSIONAL POVERTY INDEX

0.017%

HOMICIDE RATE (PER 100,000 PERSONS)

37.8

INEQUALITY-ADJUSTED HDI

0.554

GEOGRAPHICAL AREA

8,867 SQ. MILES

22,966 SQ. KILOMETERS

https://www.hdr.undp.org/en/countries/profiles/BLZ



REGIONAL CONTEXT
During 2021, economic recovery in the Caribbean 
was facilitated with the easing of border controls, 
internal lock down measures and the continued 
implementation of fiscal stimulus programmes.  
Service-exporting economies expanded by 3.2 
percent, which was led by an almost 10 percent 
increase in tourist arrivals between January and 
September 2021, compared with the same period 
in 2020 . Among commodity-exporting countries, 
the average growth rate of 2.7 percent was driven 
by Guyana (19.9 percent growth), reflecting an 
increase in crude oil production, along with 
growth in the non-oil sectors. 
 
For 2022, the Caribbean Development Bank is 
projecting growth of 9.1 percent across its 19 
Borrowing Member Countries . Growth is based 
on an expected surge in the GDP in 
commodity-exporting economies such as Guyana 
and Trinidad & Tobago. Service-exporting, 
borrowing Member Countries are forecasted to 
grow at an average of 4.8 percent, reflecting 
continued recovery of the overnight tourism 
sector. Some of the short to long-term challenges 
facing the region’s recovery include the ongoing 
health crisis, high public debt burden, risk of 
natural disasters, increasing poverty, and low 
foreign direct investment. 
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Chapter 2: UN Support to Belize’s 
National Development Priorities through 
the UN Multi-Country Sustainable 
Development Framework

OVERVIEW OF 2021 MSDF RESULTS
The UN MSDF 2017 - 2021 has reached its final year of implementa-
tion in 2021 and  account for a total of 15 UN Agencies, Funds and 
Programmes contributing an estimated  USD $40 million over the 
cycle in support of  the national development priorities as outlined in 
the Belize Growth and Sustainable Development Strategy 2017 – 
2020 and towards the achievement of the 2030 Agenda and the 
SDGs. This contribution is a subset of the total planned USD $430.8 
million for the achievement of the MSDF expected outcomes in the 
Caribbean region. In 2021, the Country Implementation Plan (CIP) 
2020 – 2021 for Belize was updated to include the UN COVID-19 
Socioeconomic Response Plan (SERP) Programme Portfolio with the 
aim of transparently reflecting the UN actions and effective 
partnerships for responding and recovering from the pandemic. This 
report seeks to illustrate the operational, programmatic, and financial 
progress and challenges faced by the UN towards the implementation 
of the MSDF in 2021, at the outcome and output levels. 
 
UN COVID-19 SOCIOECONOMIC RESPONSE PLANS
In 2021 the UN support under its Socio-Economic Response and 
Recovery Plan (SERP) focused on providing social protection to 
vulnerable families (direct food assistance), economic relief 
(unemployment support) to those who lost their livelihood due to the 
collapse of the tourism industry, support to small & medium size 
enterprises (small grants/ soft loans) while simultaneously 
addressing the containment of the pandemic and continued provision 
of health services. With an estimated cost of US$10.9 million, the 
SERP was financed through partnerships with the UN entities, 
development partners, IFIs and Government.  The UN investment 
towards the recovery is under-represented to the extent, that the 
majority of the UN’s support was provided through technical and 
advisory services and non-monetary support.  

BELIZE

United Nations Belize

COVID-19 SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
RESPONSE & RECOVERY PLAN
2020 - 2021

United Nations 
Multi-country Sustainable Development 
Framework in the Caribbean
2017-2021
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The UN remained supportive of the Government in its effort to contain and mitigate COVID-19 and 
address its indirect impact on the economic, social and education sectors. The Socioeconomic 
Response and Recovery Plan was incorporated into the annual CIP in 2021, with new and re-purposed 
funding, aligned to the UN Multi-Country Sustainable Development Framework strategic priorities.   

 

Some of the UN-supported interventions and 
results under SERP are outlined below: 

With respect to the health sector in Belize, the 
UNCT supported the preparation for COVID-19 
vaccine deployment which included capacity 
building for maintaining the cold chain and 
procurement and delivery of 133,800 COVID-19 
vaccines through the COVAX Facility. The 
UNICEF Supply Division also supported with the 
procurement of 148,800 doses of the single-dose 
Janssen vaccine from the African Union’s Vaccine 
Acquisition Trust. 

With regards to children, the UN also worked 
alongside the Government of Belize in providing 
critical support through the mobilization of 
medical supplies, information, and training to 
respond to the health needs. 

As of December 31, 2021, 50.9 percent of the 
population have been fully vaccinated.  Over 
814,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccines have 
reached Belize, enough for 80 percent of the 
population, and sufficient to achieve large-scale 
immunity. 
 
As a member of the COVID-19 National Technical 
Team, UN supported with the development and 
revision of the National Vaccine Deployment Plan, 
the Vaccination Communication Strategy and the 
COVID-19 Risk Communication Strategy. 
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UN SOCIO-ECONOMIC RESPONSE TO COVID-19

REMOTE LEARNING 
61,547 children from preschool to primary accessed home-based 
learning resources through UN direct support. By end of year, 352 out 
of 611 schools approved for reopening.

50,000 students could return safely to school following the 
distribution of 1,200 critical hygiene packages.

NUTRITION SECURITY
70,000 (or 40%) of 
Belize’s children 
recieved shock-
responsive food 
baskets transfers and 
nutrition hampers.

COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKERS
156 health staff trained on 
maternal and child health 
through online session 
impacting 9,000 families.

PRE-AND POST NATAL CARE
6,000 (pregnant and lactating 

women learned of the 
importance of prenatal and 

postnatal care within a 
COVID-19 context.

RISK COMMUNICATION
86% of the 
population (370,000 
people) were reached 
with information on 
protecting against 
COVID-19.

MEDICAL SUPPLIES 
250 freeze-tags procured for temperature monitoring in the vaccine 
cold chain.

100 cold boxes and 14 refrigerators procured to store vaccines at a 
stable temperature. 

5 oxygen concentrators procured for oxygen therapy.



GLOBAL INITIATIVES AND PARTNERSHIPS
The Spotlight Initiative in Belize, through a 
partnership with the European Union, has worked 
to cultivate an enabling environment that 
responds to and prevents Violence Against 
Women and Girls Violence Against Women and 
Girls (VAWG) by addressing a lack of knowledge 
on rights and laws, challenging gender 
discriminatory social norms, and strengthening 
community-level accountability mechanisms. The 
Initiative has been supporting meaningful 
collaborations between government and civil 
society, engaged communities to identify both 
challenges to implementing legislation on family 
violence and gaps in essential services 
guaranteed by law, and developed ministries and 
providers’ technical capacities. In July 2021 the 
UN Resident Coordinator along with Honourable 
Dolores Balderamos Garcia, Minister of Human 
Development, Families jointly convened a 
high-level meeting with UN implementing 
agencies along with senior leadership of 
ministries to assess activities under 
implementation and assure alignment with 
government priorities for addressing VAWG in 
Belize.     

The following results were achieved in 2021:
Revisions to core national policies to better 
reflect civil society's diverse priorities 
In partnership with three ministries, the UN 
engaged Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) to 
represent the concerns of women, girls, and their 
communities within the process of making 
revisions to the National Gender Policy and the 
National Gender-Based Violence Action Plan. 
 
Increased respect for the rights of girls and 
women, reducing violence, and championing 
gender equality through Sexuality Education 
In partnership with the Ministry of Education, UN 
supported the roll-out of comprehensive sexuality 

education at secondary level with strong 
messages on equality, rights, and empowerment. 
 
Expanded access to quality services enhanced 
by the development of protocols and training 
based on capacity and readiness assessments 
UN supported the assessments of the capacity 
and readiness of key institutions providing 
essential services that led to the development of 
protocols and training assuring that multi-
sectoral services will be client responsive. 
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STORY: MOBILE CENTRES ARE 
HELPING WOMEN IN RURAL BELIZE 

TO ACCESS HEALTHCARE 

GUINEA GRASS, Belize - Since the COVID-19 
pandemic began, Domitillah Noh*, 45, has found 
it difficult to access healthcare services. She 
lives in Guinea Grass, a small village in the 
Orange Walk District of Belize. When the town’s 
only nurse was relocated to assist with pandemic 
relief efforts, residents were left with few options.
She heard about Spotlight Initiative-supported 
mobile women’s centres from other women in her 
village and was encouraged to visit. Not only was 
she able to get a health check up close to her 
home, but the centre offered legal advice. It was 
an opportunity to ask questions about her 
separation from her husband and the adoption of 
her child. 

“[The centre is] a great help to women like me,” 
says Ms. Noh. “We can get services by visiting 
the nurse or advice on legal matters which we 
often don’t get because it comes with a cost. I 
know the counselling helps so many women 
here. They feel good being able to talk to 
someone and get the advice they need. It gives 
me hope to push forward despite my problems — 
it gave me strength.”

The mobile centres will continue serving women 
and girls in communities countrywide, especially 
those in remote areas, ensuring that no woman 
or girl is left behind. 

by Perla Hinojosa, Spotlight Initiative 
Communication Officer - Belize
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IMPLEMENTATION OF FOOD SYSTEM RECOMMENDATIONS
In 2021, the UN partnered with the Ministry of Agriculture, Food Security and Enterprise and the National 
Food and Nutrition Security Commission for a large-scale assessment of Belize’s food system in preparation 
for the UN Food System Summit, held in September 2021. A consultation process was convened among 
diverse food systems actors in which they shared perspectives on key issues and challenges and identified 
levers and entry points that could lead to sustainable food systems transformation. 

Through the Ministry of Agriculture, Food Security and Enterprise, Belize participated virtually in the UN Food 
System Summit convened by the UN Secretary General.  As follow-up to the Summit, the development of a 
national pathway for food system transformation and the nomination of a government convenor is 
anticipated.  The UN will collaborate with, and draw upon, UN system capacities to support follow-up to the 
Food Systems Summit. 
 
The section below highlights UN Belize’s contribution to and results from working with the Government, 
civil society and development partners under the UNMSDF strategic priority areas – inclusivity & prosperity, 
health, social cohesion and justice, and sustainability and resilience – over the past year. 
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UN MSDF STRATEGIC PRIORITY 1:
AN INCLUSIVE, EQUITABLE AND PROSPEROUS 
CARIBBEAN 

Access to quality education and life-long learning 
increased, for enhanced employability and sustainable 
economic development.

UN entities worked with the Government of Belize and other 
implementing partners to create visible social change for the 
most vulnerable groups in the education and employment 
sectors; and to mitigate the impact of COVID-19 pandemic 
on the most impacted groups in Belize.

Technical and operational support was provided to the 
Government for the scaling up of comprehensive sexuality 
education (CSE) aligned with international standards through 
capacity building and facilitation of south-south 
collaboration. In partnership with the Belize Family Life 
Association (BFLA), community level peer educators were 
trained and certified in the delivery of CSE to out-of-school 
youth. Given its alignment with the Spotlight Caribbean 
Programme, the BFLA trained additional educators from two 
cohorts under Belize SI Program.

UN continued to provide support to the Ministry of Education 
in ensuring continued education to all students in the country 
during national school closures in 2021. The UN response 
focused on advocacy with district education authorities, 
provision of psychosocial support for teachers and students, 
Early Childhood Development (ECD) response for families 
with children 0-5 years old, and provision of supplies for 
pre-primary and primary in-migrant communities. 

COMPREHENSIVE SEXUALITY 
EDUCATION
27 community level peer 
educators were certified 
in the delivery of CSE to 
out-of-school youth.

CSE TRAINING
257 young persons in 
communities country-
wide benefited from CSE 
training.

CSE PEER EDUCATION
53 peer educators from 
Belize now have 
strengthened capacity to 
deliver CSE.

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
DEVELOPMENT
583 families in 11 
migrant communities 
recieved ECD services, 
through Care for Child 
Development.
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The UN has been the government’s lead development partner 
in positioning and advancing the ECD agenda in Belize. In 
December 2021, the UN convened a high-level meeting with 
Government ministries to leverage the development of an 
inter-ministerial ECD National Strategic Plan for the period 
2022-2030, potentially costing of USD 1.5 million. The 
Government ministers have since committed to the 
development of an ECD policy, improvement of infrastructure, 
formation of an ECD commission, and expansion of ECD 
services in Belize.

Access to equitable social protection systems, 
quality services and improved sustainable economic 
opportunities.

The UN partnered with the Ministry of Human Development 
and Help for Progress to provide implementation support for 
the expansion of time-bound, cash-based schemes for 
persons of concern (POC) in Belize, Cayo and Stann Creek 
Districts. Expansion included the creation of a social 
protection facility on the basis of vulnerability targeting and 
ensuring adequate delivery modality. However, due to 
resource constraints, the scheme evolved for the provision of 
primarily humanitarian assistance: food and non-food items 
and services such as mental health care, education and vital 
documentation support.

In cooperation with the Belize Vital Statistics Unit (BVSU), the 
UN supported birth registration, particularly for vulnerable 
families of PoCs in rural Belize. Given the institutional 
bottlenecks cited by the BVSU, the UN sought an alternative 
by jointly implementing Registration Information Mobile 
Centers in six refugee and migrant hosting communities. 
These mobile centers provided communities with on-the-spot 
birth registration, legal advisory, sexual reproductive health 
and psychosocial support services. Up to 1,000 persons - 
nationals, migrants and refugees - were serviced during the 
2021 visiting schedule.

EDC MOBILE CENTRES
5,328 children received 
learning materials 
through the mobile 
centers and remedial 
interventions with 
RESTORE Belize,

EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS
12 students supported 
with full scholarships 
under Restore Belize 
Scholarship Programme. 
100% of students 
successfully advanced to 
second form.

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE
274 households (137 
male- headed; 137 
female-headed) for a 
total of 610 persons 
received some form of 
humanitarian support, 
food and non-food items 
as well as services such 
as mental health care, 
education and vital 
documentation support.
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In 2021, the ‘Sustainable Child Friendly Municipalities’ 
(SCFM) Initiative saw the revision of the SCFM Strategy to 
include the recommendations of the case study concluded in 
2020. The SCFM Strategy will be officially launched in 2022. 
As of 2021, nine (9) municipalities were certified as 
‘child-friendly’. The long-term impact of the SCFM Initiative is 
visible sustainable results for children and commitment to 
advance child rights through targeted capacity building.

The UN continues its work in supporting the enhancement of 
the Digital Ecosystem that supports MSME growth and 
sustainability. The Social & Economic Impact Assessment 
(SEIA) Survey was conducted in 2021 with the objective of 
prospectively developing a National, Medium-Term Micro 
Small and Medium Enterprise (MSMEs) Strategy. The survey 
results showed that Covid-19 negatively impacted business 
operations in Belize as MSMEs experienced an average drop 
in revenue of 60 percent. In response, 45 percent of firms 
started or increased the use of digital platforms. To support, 
the UN coordinated for ‘introduction to technology’ training 
for MSMEs completed in December 2021.

DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION FOR MSMES
132 MSMEs in 15 different locations 
throughout all six districts in Belize 
received capacity development in use 
of technology. 77% of total 
participants were women and 29% of 
all the participants were youth.
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UN MSDF STRATEGIC PRIORITY 2:
A HEALTHY CARIBBEAN

Universal access to quality health care services and systems 
improved.

Since the inception of COVID-19 in Belize, the UN has provided 
technical and policy advice to the Government of Belize on the 
mitigation strategies, socioeconomic impacts and response, risk 
communication and community engagement and support for 
improving health management capacities. As the health system 
adapted and began recovering in 2021, the UN continued to support 
through technical assistance and the mobilization of resources. 
Complementary to the pandemic-preparedness support provided in 
2020, additional medical and audio-visual equipment and supplies 
were delivered to rural health facilities and attached community 
health workers in the southern Belize health region.
 
In an effort to expedite large scale immunity, financial coverage was 
provided for additional medical and data management staff for 
three vaccination locations that were a part of the national Covid 
Vaccination program. PPEs, medical supplies and bicycles were also 
provided to community frontline health workers and basic medical 
equipment, vaccination information and messaging events and 
products were communicated to the targeted vulnerable 
communities. 

While COVID-19 response and recovery may have been the priority 
focus in 2021, efforts were made on the continued maintenance of 
health gains from the elimination of malaria in Belize. Technical 
support was provided for the preparation of the assessment Malaria 
Elimination in Belize which will be completed in 2022. For the past 
three years Belize has not recorded  any case of Malaria.

In 2021, technical guidance was 
provided for strengthening the 
essential public health functions 
such as epidemiological and 
laboratory surveillance, One Health 
and resilience to health threats.

A National One Health Committee 
was established using an inter-
sectoral approach together with One 
Health Platform for updating on One 
Health issues.  

Provision of an epidemiologist from 
Global Outbreak Alert and Response 
Network (GOARN) from WHO 
attached to the Ministry of Health 
and Wellness for 2 months.  

Assessment of Antimicrobial 
Resistance (AMR) initiated in 2021 
and will continue in 2022.  

A 16 panel GeneXpert machine 
provided with support for 
strengthening antimicrobial testing 
and surveillance in health facilities.

One Health
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Laws, policies and systems introduced to support healthy 
lifestyles among all segments of the population.

The UN and Government of Belize continued to jointly work 
towards strengthening the mitigation of non-communicable 
diseases (NCD) with a keen focus on including food and 
nutrition security in NCD related plans and programmes. In 
collaboration with the Ministry of Health, Human 
Development and the Belize Agricultural Health Authority 
(BAHA), the UN supported the completion of a mapping/
situational analysis of nutrition-related policies which led to 
the development of an overall roadmap towards a draft 
national nutrition policy. The UN in Belize will also support 
the development of a national strategic plan for the 
prevention of overweight and obesity within the context of 
the nutrition policy. 

Programmatically linking Sexual and Reproductive Health 
with universal access to quality health systems was crucial 
in progressing towards both the MSDF and national 
development commitments, hence it was important that the 
SRH legislative desk review was completed for the Caribbean 
in 2021. This review in tandem with the Reproductive Health 
Commodity Security (RHCS) assessment will be valuable to 
inform decision and policy making. 

The UN also supported the scaling up of quality health 
services (SRH and psychological support) through the 
implementation of 6 Mobile Women Centers in rural 
communities in Belize. In 2021, the Mobile Women Centers 
targeted indigenous Maya & Garifuna and migrant women 
and were implemented through partnership with four CSO 
partners. Two key features of the Mobile Women Centers 
were the community engagement and the provision of 
childcare services and transportation to maximize women’s 
access to the centers.

MOBILE WOMEN CENTERS
804 persons benefited from 6 
Mobile Women Centers, in 31 rural 
communities. A total of 942 
services were provided across the 3 
main service areas including 
community engagement, childcare 
services and SRH.
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STORY: BELIZE VACCINATES FIRST 
GROUPS OF REFUGEES: LORENA 

SHARES HER STORY

When authorities announced COVID-19 vaccines 
would be available to all regardless of 
immigration status or nationality, 42-year-old 
Lorena Mejia could not have been more excited. 
By mid-May she was among the first group of 
refugees who received vaccines in this tiny 
Central American country.

“Many of my friends fear the vaccine,” Lorena 
said. “Now that I am vaccinated, I will encourage 
them to do the same.” As of 11 June 2021, there 
were over 2,500 asylum seekers and refugees 
living in Belize. Like Lorena, they were all eligible 
to get the vaccine. The UN collaborated with the 
Ministry of Health and Wellness to share joint 
communication so that refugees and asylum 
seekers are aware that they can get vaccinated in 
Belize.

Since arriving in Belize, Lorena has been selling 
food to make ends meet. But when the COVID-19 
pandemic struck the country, her income quickly 
dwindled.

Through support provided by the UN and 
Humana, she is currently learning to sew at a 
community resource center where refugees and 
community residents can expand their skills.

by Aida Escobar, Senior Public Information 
Assistant, The UN Refugee Agency - Belize
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UN MSDF STRATEGIC PRIORITY 3:
A SAFE, COHESIVE AND JUST CARIBBEAN

Capacities of public policy and rule of law institutions and 
civil society organizations strengthened.

Rule of law, including access to justice and citizen security, 
and the institutions that provide it, remain pivotal to Belize’s 
pathway towards sustainable economic development. As 
such, the UN continued to provide its support in 
strengthening capacities of government and NGOs to 
improve reporting to UN Human Rights protections 
mechanisms. In 2021, capacity development was provided 
by the UN to technical officers on reporting and submission 
procedures for the Convention and Torture (CaT); monitoring 
actions that support follow up to the UPR treaty body 
recommendations and implementation of ‘Use of Force’ 
Policy.

In support for the establishment of a National Human Rights 
Institution (NHRI) in Belize, the UN made sure to collaborate 
with the government and various CSOs to convene 
consultation sessions to enable participation in the drafting 
of the NHRI model for eventual establishment. In this regard, 
technical assistance was also provided to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade to complete NHRI models 
based on Paris Principles.

In cooperation with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the UN 
facilitated a virtual cross-border cooperation meeting on 
Trafficking in Persons and victim protection between Belize 
and Honduras.  This dialogue led to the drafting of a 
roadmap and a workplan to address those challenges 
relating to protection and continuity of care for victims of 
Trafficking in Persons. 

ORGANIZATION OF PERSONS 
WITH DISABILITIES
3 OPDs trained on 
reporting of Article 33 on 
the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (CRPD);

HUMAN RIGHTS
30 women’s groups and 
civil society organization 
leaders increased their 
knowledge and 
understanding of human 
rights issues which 
address violence and 
discrimination against 
women and girls.

CONVENTION AGAINST 
TORTURE
19 technical officers in 
the government service 
trained on the reporting 
and submission 
procedures for the 
Convention on Torture 
(CAT), 10 of whom were 
women.
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Another critical dialogue that was facilitated by the UN was 
the cross-border cooperation meeting between Belize and El 
Salvador on strengthening coordination mechanism to 
identify, protect, and assist migrant children. This dialogue 
led to the identification of internal and external strengths, 
challenges, opportunities, and threats in the agriculture 
sector as it pertains to labour migration.

UN agencies jointly advocated for the establishment of a 
Prevention of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse network that 
comprises of both UN and non-UN agencies. In 2021, a joint 
session was convened along with CSO implementing 
partners. These actions are to carry over for the development 
and implementation of a capacity development plan in 
prevention of sexual exploitation and abuse (PSEA). Within 
the context of strengthening a multi-sectoral response to 
violence against women and GBV. Initial actions were also 
taken up resulting in the formulation of an essential services 
package (ESP) for Belize and the development of a GBV 
referral pathway for frontline workers. The UN also 
collaborated with the National Women’s Commission in the 
delivery of ESP training to government and CSO partners and 
capacity development for use of GBV referral guidelines.

Building on the progress made in 2020 in formulating a 
costed action plan for the Belize Crime Observatory (BCO), 
the UN also continued to provide technical assistance to 
strengthen capacities to analyze, process and present crime 
and security data. In 2021, the BCO successfully produced 
monthly and quarterly reports, policy brief and innovative 
visualizations of crime data.

Equitable access to justice, protection, citizen security and 
safety reinforced.

In September 2021, the UN partnered with the Belize Red 
Cross, Humana and the Belize Child Development Foundation 
for the establishment of an Information and Migrant Hub to 
provide safe and accurate information to better facilitate the 
regularization of status for qualified migrants. 

ANTI-TRAFFICKING IN 
PERSONS
165 persons 
representing various 
tourism associations and 
the Tourism Police Unit 
received anti-trafficking in 
persons trainings.

MIGRATION TRAINING
155 public service staff, 
representing 7 
government ministries/ 
departments participated 
in the professional 
development course that 
impact migration.

PROTECTION OF MIGRANT 
CHILDREN
79 Human Development, 
Immigration, Customs 
and Police Officers 
received training on 
protocol to identify, 
protect and assist 
migrant children in Belize.
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Under this activity, the UN through the Integrated Responses on 
Migration Project (IRM) Belize was able to inaugurate 4 Migrant 
Resource Centers and in turn provide specialized integration services 
to 2,207 migrant beneficiaries in Belize, and processed 400 Identity 
documents. By approving the Humanitarian Corridor, the Government 
of Belize was better positioned to facilitate the safe transportation of 
irregular migrants who wished to voluntarily return to their countries 
of origin. 

With technical support from the UN, the Office of the Attorney 
General delivered on the 2021 work plan to review and draft 
legislation and regulations tied to the government’s commitment to 
good governance and national obligations under to UN Convention 
Against Corruption. Amendments were made to the Cyber Crime 
Regulations, the Criminal Code and Sex Offenders Registry, and 
indictment rules offering greater protection for women and children. 
Also completed was a process to develop the Civil Asset Recovery 
and Unexplained Wealth Order legal framework including legislation, 
subsidiary legislation and accompanying rules.

Through collaboration with the Women’s Department and the 
National Women’s Commission, the UN supported the development 
of a standard operating procedure for the protocols for a multi-
sectoral response to sexual violence. In order to ensure a 
survivor-centered approach to GBV response, the SOP was revised in 
2021 and is now a draft ‘Protocol for Multisectoral Response to 
Gender-based Violence’. The accompanying SOPs for service 
providers and draft Training and Sensitization Plan will be further 
elaborated and implemented in 2022.

After several years of stagnation of government's response to 
persons seeking international protection in Belize, strategic advocacy 
efforts with the new government administration saw major 
improvements in the refugee status determination process. This was 
highlighted through the joint formulation of a 2021 – 2023 asylum 
system improvement support program in 2021. The operational 
capacity support provided to the government's Refugees Department 
has led to an improved position for receiving targeted technical 
assistance to reduce the backlog in processing asylum claims.

SAFE RETURN OF MIGRANTS
138 migrants have returned in a 
safe, orderly and dignified 
manner to their countries of 
origin. Of this number, 20 were 
unaccompanied migrant children, 
56 irregular migrants, and 30 
were asylum seekers who 
withdrew from the process at the 
Refugee Department.
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YOUTH TAKING THE LEAD ON 
NAVIGATING COMPREHENSIVE 

SEXUALITY EDUCATION IN BELIZE

In Belize, 11% of adolescent girls ages 15-19 has 
had a baby, while the average age for sexual 
activity amongst youth is 16 years old. 2019 
findings show that 96% of people diagnosed with 
STIs in Belize were between the ages of 15-19. 
Teen mothers are more likely to drop out of 
school, live in poor housing conditions, be 
unemployed or in low-paid employment and their 
children are more likely to live in poverty, become 
involved in crime and abuse drugs and alcohol.

“People as young as 13 years old are engaging in 
sex,” says Anthonisha Gabriel, 20, a youth 
advocate from Dangriga Town in southern Belize, 
who is part of the Youth Advocacy Movement 
(YAM) under the Belize Family Life Association 
(BFLA). BFLA is a civil society organization that is 
providing comprehensive sexuality education 
(CSE) training to community-level peer educators 
supported by the Spotlight Initiative. The CSE 
training aims to assist youth in Belize by 
empowering them to make informed decisions 
about relationships, sexuality and how to 
navigate a world where gender-based violence, 
gender inequality, child marriage & early unions, 
adolescent pregnancies, HIV and other sexually 
transmitted infections (STIs) still pose serious 
risks to their health and well-being. 

by Perla Hinojosa, Spotlight Initiative 
Communication Officer - Belize
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UN MSDF STRATEGIC PRIORITY 4:
A SUSTAINABLE AND RESILIENT CARIBBEAN

Policies and programmes for climate change adaptation, 
disaster risk reduction and universal access to clean and 
sustainable energy in place.

UN continued to scale up its impact on climate change adaptation 
and disaster risk management by providing support for the 
assessment of health facilities using the Hospital Safety Index (HSI) 
and Green Checklist and Emergency Preparedness and Response. 
This led to the designing of SMART hospital standards for eight (8) 
health facilities in Belize, with five (5) buildings retrofitted following 
the completion of the HIS assessment. In 2022, the UN intends to 
closely coordinate with health authorities on works progress and 
pre-qualification process for design firms.

In 2021, under the Caribbean Regional Fund for Wastewater 
Management (CREW+) Project, the UN supported the completion of 
the diagnostic analysis of existing policy framework, legislations, 
guidelines, and standards in support of Integrated Water and 
Wastewater Management in Belize. In February 2021, the Global 
Environment Facility (GEF) CREW+ Academy launched the online 
learning platform offering short courses on wastewater 
management for the Caribbean region, which benefitted Belize. 

Under the ‘EnGenDER project’, the UN provided support for the 
development of inclusive policies and programmes for climate 
change adaptation and disaster risk reduction. A policy brief was 
drafted on gender equality of climate change and disaster risk in 
Belize, which confirmed that natural hazards impact men and 
women differently. 

In 2021, the UN also continued its work in shoreline recovery and 
shore stabilization planning for Dangriga Town and Hopkins Village. 

In 2021, Activities on Minamata 
Convention commenced
with technical support on waste 
management provided to support 
the procurement of autoclaves

The Belize Minamata Initial 
Assessment Report was 
published in May 2021

The information generated through 
the Minamata Initial Assessment 
will be used to springboard Belize to 
sign and later ratify the Minamata 
Convention on Mercury

Minamata 
Convention
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Technical assessments of climate change coastal vulnerabilities have been finalized by the Cuban Gamma 
Research team. The report included recommended engineering solutions to identified climate change impacts and 
for shoreline stability. These recommendations will be included in a national plan of action and projects supporting 
implementation of the plan under development.

Inclusive and sustainable solutions adopted for the conservation, restoration and use of ecosystems and natural 
resources.

The first component of the UN-led ‘Shared Environmental Information System’ (SEIS) II Project was completed in 
October 2021. The project aims to develop Belize's capacities to regularly generate and use environmental data and 
information for evidence-based policy development, monitoring, assessments, and reporting.  Technical support 
was provided to the Department of Environment to enhance its data collection, validation, and processing.  The 
project has led to the production of the ‘Belize Environment Data and Statistics Report 2021’ (BEDSR, 2021). 
Capacity building was also provided to technical officers to enhance management of environmental data. This 
component of the project also led to the reactivation of the Environment Statistics Advisory Committee (ESAC) 
which will continue to support environmental data management in Belize.

In 2021, the UN signed an MoU with the Government of Belize and formed a Steering Committee within the context 
of the ‘Internal Migration and Vulnerability of Coastal Communities to Climate Change’ project. In collaboration with 
the National Climate Change Office, a Human Mobility report and action plan was crafted which seeks to 
mainstream human mobility into Belize’s climate change policy.

A key output under the project “Building the capacities of the government of Belize to address the challenges 
associated with migration and climate change in vulnerable coastal communities” is the development of a 
gender-sensitive communication strategy. In addition to the strategy, the UN led the creation of a new website for 
Ministry of Sustainable Development and Disaster Risk Management and Climate Change. The strategy and 
website seek to address the nexus of internal mobility, climate change and sudden on-set natural disasters.
The UN continued its support through the implementation of the sustainable livelihoods programme, which 
supported twelve (12) civil society organization in 2021. Grants supported the promotion of green and sustainable 
livelihoods across Belize. Projects such as the "Improving agroecological practices and Integrating Gender Equality, 
Women & Youth Empowerment in Climate-Smart Agriculture" currently supports more than 30 households, empow-
ering women agriculturalist contributing to the provision of additional income for families reliant of sugar cane crop, 
while the women and youth led mariculture project supported some 25 beneficiaries.
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REFLECTIONS ON OVERALL PROGRESS ON THE 
‘PROMISE TO LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND’
The 2021 Common Country Analysis (CCA) 
demonstrated that there are distinct populations 
in Belize who should be targeted for greater 
inclusion, participation and representation in UN 
country programs. These groups should not be 
left behind as the country charts its path to 
achieving Agenda 2030. In Belize, these are 
populations of children, rural and indigenous 
peoples, marginalized women, migrants, asylum 
seekers, vulnerable women and young people 
who live in deprived, urban and rural 
communities. In the 2021 program period, the UN 
enhanced its targeting of already vulnerable 
populations by implementing specific 
interventions that also reduced the likelihood 
these populations would be made further 
vulnerable in the context of the global pandemic. 

Nutrition for Children and Families 
Belizean children lost time in school owing to the 
institution of state of emergencies and the 
closure of schools. These measures impacted 
children’s learning and reduced their access to 
school meals and nutritional support. In order to 
limit the impact of the pandemic on children and 
their families, the UN supported the expansion of 
time-bound Cash-Based Intervention schemes for 
families in Belize, Cayo and Stann Creek Districts, 
to create a social protection facility, on the basis 
of vulnerability targeting and responsive delivery 
modalities.  
 
Access to Health Care and Services 
To strengthen the country’s capacity to improve 
its targeting and programmatic support for the 
most vulnerable populations, the UN also 
provided technical guidance to the Ministry of 
Health, Human Development and Agriculture, and 
other partners on national nutrition policy and 
community-based initiatives. 
  

Food Supply Chain Strengthening
The UN provided assistance to the government 
for the stocking of district-based food banks by 
engaging a network of regional stores to facilitate 
immediate services to unserved communities. 
The UN investment expanded the capacity of 
Belize’s Food Assistance (Pantry) programme 
administered by the Ministry of Human 
Development to reach approximately 600 
households in 2021. 

Inclusion and Participation 
The UN developed and implemented training 
activities to strengthen the capacity of women's 
groups and civil society organizations. UN 
agencies jointly provided training for 
approximately 30 women’s group and civil society 
organization leaders to increase their knowledge 
and understanding of human rights so they can 
advocate and monitoring for actions to advance 
women’s rights and address violence and 
discrimination against them. 
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Support to Partnerships and Financing 
the 2030 Agenda

During 2021 the following development 
partnerships were leverage in financing the 
2030 Agenda for Belize:

Towards strengthening the partnership of the UN 
in Belize, at the level of parliamentarians, the 
UNCT in June 2021 was invited to present in a 
virtual session the Common Country Analysis to 
members of the House of Representative and the 
Senator under the leadership of the Honourable 
Speaker Valerie Woods and Honorable President 
Carolyn Trench-Sandiford. The analysis was 
appreciated and well received, and UN entities 
shared of their available expertise and technical 
capacities available. 
    
In partnership with the Office of the Prime 
Minister, the UN delivered an Investor Mapping 
consisting of sixteen Investment Opportunity 
Areas (IOAs). The Investor Maps for Belize covers 
7 SDG investment areas and presents viable 
investment solutions addressing national 
priorities in the areas of health, education, 
financial inclusion, renewable energy, and 
livelihood restoration. The investor Maps were 
received by Honorable Christopher Coye at the 
Investor Summit hosted by Prime Minister 
Briceno in November 2021. 

This result represents a new area of work which 
creates a foundation for the expansion of UNs 
programmatic offer to government and private 
sector and directly contributes towards  
Economic Resilience and Prosperity strategic 
pillar of the new Cooperation Framework 
commencing in 2022. 

India-UN Development Partnership Fund (Dec. 
2020 - June 2022):
Government of India approved US$1 million fund 
for Belize which forges a partnership between 
PAHO/WHO, the Government of   Belize and the 
United Nations Office of South-South Cooperation 
(UNOSSC).  Through this project, critical medical 
equipment was procured such as patient 
monitors, incubators, patient and delivery beds 
and an EKG machine to support the government 
in the mitigation of COVID-19.  The objective of 
the project is three-fold: (1) To improve the 
Covid-19 response capacity of Belize’s health 
system through procurement of medical 
equipment. (2) Procurement of protective and 
medical equipment including a medical waste 
incinerator for the new Caye Caulker Health 
Centre under construction.  (3) To increase 
awareness on the prevention, response and 
recovery from Covid-19 among vulnerable urban 
and rural population. Activities are scheduled to 
be completed by mid-2022. 

UN Joint SDG Fund: “Building a resilient Belize 
through universal, adaptive, and sustainable 
social protection” (UNICEF, ILO and WFP)
Total Budget:  USD $990,400 ($718,400 Joint 
SDG Fund Financial Distribution) 
This joint programme approved at the end of 2021 
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will be launched in the first quarter of 2022 and 
aims to support a stronger, coordinated, 
integrated, shock-responsive, and resilient social 
protection system in Belize that reaches the most 
vulnerable, women and children. This will be 
achieved through the development and 
implementation of the National Social Protection 
Strategy, inclusive of the Social Protection Floor 
(SPF), and recommendations of the Universal 
Periodic Review and other human rights 
mechanisms to Belize. The joint program to be led 
by the Ministries of Economic Development and 
Human Development, Families and Indigenous 
Peoples Affairs will undertake to achieve the 
following three (3) transformative results: 

National partners will have increased capacities 
to design and implement social protection 
programs. 

Male and female entrepreneurs will have access 
to a strengthened environment for Micro, Small, 
and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs). 

Government’s capacities strengthened to 
address the core challenges of essential service 
deprivation and the inadequacy of social 
protection coverage. 



Results of the UN Working More 
and Better Together 

Joint Coordination for the Implementation of the 
MSDF 2017 – 2021

In the final year of the UNMSDF, the UN in Belize 
maintained effective and efficient 
implementation of its programmatic work 
through the development of its last Country 
Implementation Plan under this cycle. The 
contextualized outputs included in the CIP sought 
to capture all UN agencies’ contributions to Belize 
during the 2021 period, maximizing and 
promoting synergies among agencies and across 
MSDF countries. Since some CIP activities were 
re-programmed to respond to COVID-19 and 
therefore added to the Socioeconomic Response 
Plan (SERP) budget, the two frameworks were 
combined in the 2021 CIP to allow for 
simultaneous monitoring and reporting. The 
UNCT in Belize was supported by internal 
coordination mechanisms such as the 
Programme Management Team, Emergency 
Technical Team, Gender and Human Right 
Thematic Group and Data Group. 
 
Under the leadership of the Resident Coordinator 
for Belize the UN in the Caribbean in the first half 
of 2021, engaged and launched the design of the 
new Multi-country Sustainable Development 
Cooperation Framework for the English and Dutch 
Speaking Caribbean for 2022 – 2026. National 
and regional level consultations were undertaken 
with the government of Belize among others 
across the Caribbean, CSOs, international 
development partners, CARICOM Secretariat and 
its related entities and other regional actors were 
broadly consulted.  UN Inter-agency technical 
working groups by thematic areas were convened 

for early formulation of national outputs for the 
2022-2023 CIP to be agreed in consultation with 
the government, contributing to its new medium 
term development plan under preparation. 

Honorable Eamon Courtenay, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Foreign Trade and Immigration on behalf 
of the government of Belize signed along with the 
UN Resident Coordinator the UN Multi-Country 
Sustainable Development Cooperation 
Framework for the Caribbean 2022-2026 on 9 
December 2021. The accompanying governance 
mechanism will be established in 2022. 

In 2021, UN agencies in Belize have mostly 
finalized their Country Programme Documents 
(CPDs) or related strategic document, while some 
are in process of approval. These agency 
strategic and programme documents were 
aligned with the UNMSDCF 2022-2026 and 
extensively consulted with relevant line ministries 
in the government and other key stakeholders to 
ensure that the national development vision is 
integrated within the UN programme documents. 
Agencies with strategic country or regional 
programme documents include: 
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UNDP – Country Programme Document 2022 - 2026

UNICEF – Country Programme Document 2022 – 2026

FAO – Country Programme Framework 2021 – 2024

IOM – Country Work Plan 2022 - 2024

IFAD – Country Programme Intervention 2022 - 2024

UNHCR – Country Operation Plan 2021

UN Women – Multi-Country Strategic Framework 2022 – 
2025

UNFPA – Sub-Regional Programme Document 2022 – 2026

UN Operations
On 31 March 2021, the UN Resident Coordinator 
signed off on the UN Business Operations 
Strategy (BOS) for Belize’ for the period 2021 to 
2025. This is the first BOS for Belize, in line with 
the UN Secretary-General’s UN reform targets 
towards more efficient and effective delivery of 
UN programmes on the 2030 Agenda. This 
results-based framework focuses on joint 
business operations with the purpose of 
eliminating duplication, leveraging the common 
bargaining power of the UN and maximizing 
economies of scale. The Operations 
Management Team (OMT) consisting of all UN 
entities with presence in Belize were responsible 
for preparing the BOS. Functionally, there are nine 
UN entities with Representative offices - UNDP, 
UNICEF, PAHO/WHO, IOM and UNHCR in addition 
to UNRCO; and with separate liaison/project 
office - UNFPA, UNOPS and FAO. UN entities are 
largely based in the two main urban centers: 
Belmopan, the administrative and political capital 
and Belize City, the commercial center and most 
populous city. 
  
During the BOS stock take exercise, 23 Common 
Services were identified from 4 common service 
areas – administration, human resources, finance 
and procurement. The analysis indicated a total 
cost avoidance over the 5 years of the BOS of 

almost $404,504 out of a total of $3,754,700 in 
the no BOS scenario or almost 11% savings.  The 
major savings in the BOS are expected to be on 
Hygiene services and supplies in terms of 
absolute value of $114,469 and Recruitment 
services (consultants and interns) at $93,758 and 
70% of the status quo. The budget for the 
implementation of the BOS is largely confirmed 
through existing operations budgets for UN 
entities. The BOS is expected to enhance the 
efficiencies and effectiveness of the UN Belize 
and is shown to be viable.  Its development and 
implementation will be timely given the 
implementation of a new Cooperation Framework 
for the period 2022 – 2026. 

Joint Communication and Advocacy
The UN Communication Group (UNCG) led the 
development of the 2021-2023 United Nations 
Belize Communications Strategy (UNBCS). The 
strategy aims to provide a framework for well-
coordinated, sustained, and harmonized 
communication. The UNCG focused on reshaping 
perceptions, enhancing awareness and 
increasing engagement to maintain the UN’s 
position as a trusted source of information and 
technical support. 
   
Led by the UNRCO, the UNBCS joint 
implementation plan enabled the 
Communications Group to collaboratively 
develop phased and strategic campaigns to 
enhance the profile of the United Nations as a 
leader in Sustainable Development.  This was 
evident through the completion and broadcasting 
of UN senior representatives’ messages, the 
preparation of campaigns on UN Day, World 
Children’s Day, World AIDS Day, among other 
regional events. The UN continued with its 
established role of communicating accurate 
information on key issues including COVID-19  
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testing and vaccination processes, migration, 
social protection, climate change, among other 
themes using a variety of far-reaching platforms 
and tools. 

PSEA Network and Action Plan
The United Nations in Belize has developed its 
annual work plan (AWP) for the Prevention of 
Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA) to the end 
of the year, 2022. In this period, UN Belize will 
integrate PSEA in the respective country offices 
and/or country programs and, implement jointly, 
PSEA actions along two (2) themes: 
 
Effective Policy Development and 
Implementation

Cooperative Arrangements, and Prevention

A key feature of the PSEA Action Plan is the 
establishment of a coordinated system of PSEA 
capacities through a PSEA Network. This network 
will host a repository of information tools and/or 
mechanisms for national level PSEA training, 
skills and capacity building in the UN. The 
network will also ensure direct linkages to, and 
compliance with the related UN PSEA codes of 
conduct and house a community of practice to 
strengthen consistency of efforts and learning on 
PSEA. 
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Financial Overview and Resource 
Mobilization
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Total Planned Budget Total Funded Budget Unfunded 

USD $ 9,543,462 USD $7,817,422 USD $1,726,040 

 

2021 CIP Budget Overview

Total Planned Budget Total Funded Budget Unfunded 

USD $ 2,719,823 USD $1,590,538 USD $1,726,040 

 

COVID-19 Socioeconomic Response Plan (SERP) 2021



The MSDF 2017 – 2021 was on its final year of 
implementation in 2021. The total planned 
budget was US$12.2 million, of which US$9.4 
million was obtained. The total expenditure was 
estimated at US$6.5 million. However, this 
figure does not fully capture the actual  values 
and full footprint of the UN Agencies, Funds and 

Programmes in Belize. While MSDF 2017 – 2021 
resources made a significant impact on the lives 
of Belizean, some critical priorities continue to 
be left unfunded, which limits UN AFPs ability to 
provide comprehensive development and 
humanitarian response.  
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Chapter 3: UNCT Key Focus 
Areas for 2022 
THE MULTI-COUNTRY SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION FRAMEWORK 
2022 – 2026
The UNCT will focus efforts finalization and 
consultation of the Belize Country 
Implementation Plan (CIP 2022 – 2023). In 2022, 
UNCT will also be working toward the completion 
of a multi-year funding framework for the CIP and 
a financial landscape analysis for sustainable 
development as a part of the Common Country 
Analysis (CCA) annual update. The funding 
framework along with the financial analysis is 
expected to lay the foundation for the UN Joint 
Resource Mobilization Strategy. For being 
positioned to better support Belize’s acceleration 
of SDG implementation the UNCT will advocate 
for and initiate support for a National Integrated 
Financing Framework for Sustainable 
Development in collaboration with the 
Government of Belize. 
 
Based on the new theory change of the MSDCF 
which outlines the strategic priorities for the 
Caribbean including Belize, some key 
development areas for UN entities operating in 
Belize in 2022 will be as follows: 
 
Shared Prosperity and Economic Resilience 
Livelihood Security and Enhancement Program – 
UN and its implementing partners will roll out a 
new modular schedule of livelihood security 
initiatives. Asylum-seekers will be assisted with 
skills training, apprenticeship programs, 
internships for livelihood improvement; and 
skills-centered business training. 

COVID-19 agricultural response - UN will support 

establishment of 5 ‘cool Bot’ storage technology 
systems and provide training for small-scale 
farmers through a partnership with the Ministry of 
Agriculture. 
 
Seasonal Agricultural Workers Program for 
Belize - Through the Western Hemisphere 
Program, UN will support the establishment of the 
program targeting migrants and other POCs. 

Digital transformation, livelihoods and economic 
recovery – Continued empowerment of marginal-
ized groups through the promotion of digitization 
to improve delivery of MSME services and follow 
up on SDG Investor Mapping. 

Equality, Well-Being, and Leaving No-One 
Behind
Asylum System Strengthening – With UN 
support, it is expected that the operations of the 
Government’s Refugees Department will have the 
technical and operational capacity to respond to 
asylum requests in an adequate and timely 
manner by the end of 2022. 

Remedial Education with Digital Transformation 
– Support to improve access to remedial educa-
tion for vulnerable groups. Reimagining education 
is expected to drive the change for digital 
transformation and reduce digital divide and 
create learning opportunities for every child. 

Strengthening the Social Protection System - a 
particular emphasis will be given to the 
progressive development of the universal, 
adequate and shock responsive social protection 
system through the implementation of the Social 
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Protection Floor (SPF) 

Support for COVID-19 response and essential 
health services - Continued support for COVID-19 
vaccine deployment with the strengthening of the 
cold chain, capacity building and planning for 
other vaccines and risk communication and 
community engagement. 

Resilience to Climate Change and Sustainable 
Natural Resource Management
EnGenDER project – Training to be delivered in 
gender-responsive disaster recovery, resilient 
recovery targeting, inclusive safe cities model and 
climate budgeting for senior technical officers 
and urban planners. 

Shared Environmental Information System II 
Project – Focused efforts to be placed on 
producing digital, high-quality, data-rich and 
policy-relevant Integrated Environmental 
Assessments through GEO-Belize. 

Natural Resource Management and Resilience - 
Support to Climate Change Office NDC
implementation – including realization of 
national sustainable transport priorities and 
transitioning towards a low carbon transportation 
system. 

Peace, Security, Justice, and the Rule of Law
Focus on Child Protection (including Migration) – 
UN to continue its support to strengthen and 
systemize the joint response to migration taking 
the advantage of the new Amnesty Program that 
will be launched in April 2022. 

Community stabilization project to assist 
migrant communities with IDP – UN will continue 
addressing WASH issues in the communities of 
Santa Familia, Billy White and Los Tambos in the 
Cayo District and construction of climate-smart 

buildings 

Advancement of Gender Based Violence in 
Emergencies – Continued support for the 
socialization of the GBV Referral pathway, 
strengthening of GBV service delivery in an 
emergency context including for remote service 
provision and the use of emergency helps lines. 
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